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J
accustomed to attach weight.    Thus, for instance, at Ni-                  |

kolsburg, at the time of the peace negotiations, I was, and                  |

remained, the only person who was finally made respon-
sible, and in fact, according to our institutions and cus-
toms was responsible, for the events and their results.                  j
On that occasion I was obliged to maintain my decision
in a hard struggle in opposition not only to all the sol-
diers, that is to all who were present, but also to the King.                     j
The consideration of the question whether a decision is                    f
right, and whether it is right to hold fast and carry through                     1
what, though upon weak premises, has been recognised as
right, has an agitating effect on every conscientious and
honourable man.    This is strengthened by the circum-                     i
stance that often many years must elapse before we are                  ?
able in political matters to convince ourselves whether
our wishes and actions were right or wrong.    It is not the                     '
work which is wearing, but rather the doubts and anxie-                     <
ties;  the feeling of honour and  responsibility, without                    I
being able to support the latter by anything except our
own convictions and our own will, and this is more espe-                     f
cially the case in the most important crises.                                             l

The intercourse with others whom we regard as simi-
larly situated helps us to overcome these crises; and if
this suddenly ceases, from motives which are personal
rather than external, envious rather than honest, and in
as far as they are honest, of the most illiberal character,
and the responsible minister suddenly finds himself boy-
cotted by all his former friends, treated as an enemy, and
then left alone with himself and his deliberations, this
must increase the ill-effect of all his official anxieties upon
his nerves and health.